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,uTTHEW in MARCH ! 

\\ -~st Barre United Methodist Church is inviting everyone to read the 
Gospel of Matthe\\. in this coming season of Lent! 

There are 28 chapters in the Gospel according to Matthew. Ash 
Wednesday will be on February 26, which begins the season of Lent that 
\\ill lead up to the Easter celebration on April 12. 

There is a three-year cycle of scripture readings that are suggested by the 
Consultation on Common Texts, an ecumenical group of denominations. 
This three-year cycle is a suggested source of scripture for worship within 
the United Methodist Church. West Barre UMC' s worship is often based 
on the suggested scripture. The Lectionary readings for each week 
incl udes an Old Testament reading, a Psalm, a reading from the Epistles 
(letters of the New Testament) and each year a Synoptic Gospel 
(Matthew. Mark, and Luke) . This year's Gospel is Matthew. 

Because Matthew is the Gospel for this liturgical year, West Barre UMC 
is choosing to read that Gospel in the season of Lent. 

Every Sunday there wi ll be a chart located in the sanctuary for each 
member of the congregation that has read the chapters of the week to 
place an anonymous "X" indicating that the chapters have been read. 

Every Sunday in Lent the worship wi ll be based on a reading from 
Matthew. rzy 

SMALL GROUPS ! 

In add_ition, Rev. Brad will meet with a group of 5 or more people to 
delve into the depth of meaning of the week's reading. 

If you arc interested in such a study, you are invited to gather together a 
group of 5 or more people and schedule a time with Rev. Brad to hold a 
weekly or occasional gathering. 

These gatherings can be held in a home, a restaurant or the church 
building. ' 

Continued .. .. . . 



C onunucd 

1 ogether IA e \\ i II let the Gospel of Matthew lead us to new discoveries as 
,1c make our way to Easter 2020. 

1 he Reading of Matthew Schedule: 

f·ebruary 26-29: Chapters 1-4 
March 1-7: Chapters 5-8 
March 8-14: Chapters 9-12 
\!larch 15-21: Chapters 13- I 6 
'v'larch 22-28 : Chapters 17-20 
29-Apri l 4: Chapters 21-24 
April 5-11 : Chapters 25-28 

Worship Schedule 

2/2 Micoh 6:1-8 is the scripture for the day, and it tells 
obout the proper offer ing t o God. We will celebrate 
communion 011 this day. 

2/9 Matthew 5:13-16 is t he scr ipt ure for the day, and it 
calls us to be salt and light. 

2/16 Deuteronomy 30:15-20 is the scripture for the day and 
it is instructions for t he people of Israel before they cross 
into the Promised Land. It warns of wandering from the faith. 

2/23 This last Sunday in the Epiphany season is a scripture 
that comes from Matthew 17:1-9, that is about the 
Transf iguration. Jesus goes up the mountain with a few of his 
disciples , where he meets with Moses and Elijah. It is a 
foreshadowing of the resurrection. 

2/26 Ash Wednesday 



CALENDAR 

2/ 3 Ad Counci l 7 pm 
2/10 Trustees meet 6 pm 
2/11 Communications Committee@ Noon 
2/ 15 Christ ian Education Committee 9:30 am 
2/18 Hospital ity Committee 6:15 pm 

The Board of Trustees are excited to share this prototype of 
our new church sign. It will be replacing the existing sign, 
which has deteriorated beyond repair . The new, double sided 
sign measures 36" high x 84" wide, made of 2" V carved HDU 
with 6" vinyl clad posts. There will be spot lights on either side 
of the sign. The sign is being made at th is time, and will be 
installed in the spring. The final cost is $4,605. Donations are 
welcome to offset the cost. 
We all look forward to our new church front , bright, happy new 
sign and freshly painted side doors. WBUMC will have an 
updated , revital ized new look. Just in time for springl 
Any questions can be directed to the Board of Trustees. 
Respectfully submitted by Lanor Markle 



Construction work on the front of the Church is underway! 

As many of you have noticed, the front of the church 
is in the process of taking on a new look! Weathered, 
wind damaged aluminum siding is being replaced with 
new vinyl siding and aluminum trim. 
The Church Bell Tower is also on the agenda for 
refurbishing. The parsonage roof has already been 
repaired as well . The cost of these construction 
projects is being paid for by the Church's (Home 
Owner's) Insurance Policy coverage due to wind 
damage. 



Ash Wednesday Worship 
February 26 @ 7 pm 

I .('nl begins the journey to Easter. Lent is forty days, not cou nt ing 
Sunda ys, leading up to Easter. Traditionally, Lent is a time of 
,1d justing our lives to become more disciplined in serving God. 
I .cn t was originally a time to prepare for church membershi p. 

Ash Wednesday worship wi ll be celebrated in West Barre and wi ll 
include the churches of the Albion Ministerium. There will be 
special music as part of the worship. 

J\s we began Lent last year, there will be a time of confession 
before God . Those confessions will be destroyed, and there will be 
clll opportunity to receive the imposition of ashes . 

Everyone is invited to begin this journey to Easter on this special 

night. fl, 
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February's Mission 

The February mission offering will go to "One Hope for Asia", a 
mission established by Tina Nguyen who last year worshipped 
with us and told of her work in Viet Nam and Cambodia. Check 
ou t the websi te to discover more information. 

The Memorial Committee has been busy updating the Thank 
You and Remittance cards we use when Memorials are given to 
the Church. We also have purchased new items for the Church. 
We look forward to dedicating those items on Feb. 6th during 
our Worship Service and having a display of the new cards in 
the Chapel during the Coffee Hour. 



Oh the Lord is good to me 
And so I thank the Lord. 

As I sit to write this report , that is the song that keeps running 
through my head and my heart. 
At the end of November , the congregation voted to give Jesus the 
gift of an "Ark" through Heifer International. 
At the end of the month of December, God's people had given 
$6 ,700111 That is an Ark plus $1,700 toward another one. 
God is good!! 
The breakdown of money was: Church offering $4,223; Election Day 
dinner profit $2 ,000; Sunday School $558; and $19 from a jar at 
Harrington's Farm Stand. 
Included in those amounts are gifts from another church and from a 
member out of state. 
I was sure we could get one Ark, but of course, God went way beyond 
my expectations. Someday I will learn not to limit God. 
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. . . . . 1 end hunger and poverty while caring for the Earth. They provide 
Heifer lntemat1o~als missio~ 
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0 
. ove famil ies' lives in 20 countries, including the U.S. ~:i\~;~ :! ~~~~_thc_offspring as their o~ herds and flocks grow. Over 

time, a who!c community benefits from this gift. 

. ·ven in honor or memory of someone. Cards arc availab!c 
Each Ark costs $5,000. Your gift c~ be gi .1 bl . th pews Checks can be mailed to WB UMC, 
upon request. Offering envelopes will be avai a ·rye !0 "~e Ark" Final offering for Jesus' birthday 
5377 Eagle Harbor Rd., Albion, NY 144 l !• spec• mg 
gift will be during our Christmas Eve service. 

Matthew 25:35 - "For I was hungry and you ga~e ~e some_thi,ng to eat, 1 was thirsty and yo,1 gave 
mt: something to drink, I was a SITanger and you invited mi: m . 



The Missions Committee keeps marching on. We have a 
mission for every month. 

January was Community Act ion. As of the 26 th , we had $367 
to send them and 33 food items have been dropped off . 

February's miss ion is Tina Nguyen. Tina has visited our church 
and gave a powerful test imony for the Lord and fo r her work in 
Vietnam and Cambodia. 
Tina is by birth Vietnamese, but grew up in and attended 
Syracuse University. She was living the "Amer ican Dream", 
job , house, car and was living a good life. 
She grew up in a house where her family was Buddh ist. In 
college, she became a Chr istian t hrough fr iends. Tina felt that 
there was something missing in her life and felt led to go to 
Vietnam to help the people, especially the young girls. 
Tina sold everything and went. She fel t the call and answered 
it. She became God's servant. She has touched many lives 
there, but she also became a target for the gover nment which 
is ruled by communism. 
Tina fled Vietnam and went to Cambodia where there isn't such 
strict government rule. 
She has fri ends that are starting a church and she has started 
coffee shops for the girls to work in so t hey don't need to walk 
the streets for t heir living. 
Tina is only supported by God's people. She depends on the 
Lord's favor and is a true missionary, heart and sou l. 

I hope Tina will come speak at the church either in March or 
April. Keep your eye on the website. We will make sure it is 
announced. 
Please keep Tina in your prayers. • 

Joy Markle 



Differences, differences .. .. 

The last congregabon I served before coming to West Barre, was 
Faith Journey Umted Methodist Church. If you wanted to attend 
worship _at Faith !ourney, there were three different worship 
services m two different locat10ns. There were three different 
ways of worshipping within the congregation. 

In addition to the three_worship s,;rvices, Faith Journey had helped 
create a new congregation called New World Ministries", which 
consisted of post-refugees from Africa. These folks were from 
Sudan, South Sudan, Eritrea, and the Congo. They used many 
different languages, mostly in their singing. 

It came to be that Faith Journey also helped create a new United 
Methodist congregation of post-refugees from Burma (Myanmar). 
That congregation helped bring a Nepali post-refugee 
congregation into United Methodism. They in turn brought 
another Nepali congregation into the United Methodist building, 
though, as yet, they are not United Methodist. 

Each of the worship services would be very different from the 
other, yet still worshipping the same God. Each group of people 
had their own longings, wounds, and thus carried a different 
perspective of God's vision for the world. 

I have no idea how many different ways God is worshipped 
around the world. My hope for the West Barre congregation is the 
same for every congregation around the world, that the power of 
the love of God finds its way into every person, no matter who 
they are. 
John Wesley, the founder of Methodism, was open to the many 
different faiths, and different ways of worshipping God. In one of 
his often-quoted sermons, he said "If your heart is as my heart, 
then take my hand" . 
My hope is that this is always the basis for our ministry together in 
this community, and communities around the world . 

Rev. Brad 
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All J Want J~ To Love You 
~\f.S [()u:ndis 

Co me to my rtfre.sfrin9 waters 

let your frett ing cease 

Ca.rt your 6uriens upon me 

}l.na I will gioe you peact 

}I. {ways ~ow I fwe you 

}I. na won 1 furoe you awn, 

So wlien you fact tlie ia"1J'ss 

'You won'tfrzce it on you own 

'Wlien you 'r, in n,,i of a ftimi 

'To futtn to your carts, 

'l(Jww tliat I will6e tliatftimi 

'To Ii.tar your tfesperatt prayers 

I ~wjust liowyounfeefing 

<Before you ~e{ to pray 

So nothing will surprise me 

In wfiat you want to say 

}l.na I will not conaemn you 

'Wiren you confus your sins, 

I just wngfaryou to com, 

}l.na fet my r,,,,, come in 

I am litre to liea{ you 

}l.na protect you from liarm, 
'For aff I want is to fow you 

)fntffiolayou in my arms. 

Je5u5 

I 

• 
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\:-- we ent 1..• r th1 :-- Soh_i mn and Hol~ Sea .,0n. w p pra~· tha t you would send your 
Hoh Sp1nt upon u.:- that w~ 1111\!ht prepart-' <,ur~plves for the~e comrng: dayi; of 
l.cn.t . E,·e n th nuih w t~ 111 ;-1~ no lnnger wear :-;ackdoth a nd a~hes . we do 'U?ek to 
humb\t1 our., t·h·t-, , li th .-H \\ ~ l'an undl'r ... tand tht~ ma~mfice nce of You r Uwe for 
, is a s \"nu humbled ) 011 r.self and ,~li te \'ou r Lt/<' ,,,, th e Cros,, tha t we mi gh t 
rece tw th e ji tjt of E:ten,,, 1 Ulan u 1t/1 l'ou, Amen , 

!ft tk el(cl o/ tk cla, «1/4at !'eat'~ /lfatter-.? 
is> t/r,at jOfif' f'o/H!,cl MM a!'e «1ef'( 10a. c/Ol(e 

jOfif' Jut alfcl 10a. Tltalfi/a.f' /or- all' 10a. /4alH-. 

Calling All Gardeners! 
As our days slowly gain extra 
minutes of daylight , our minds 
t ur n t o the gardens, I'm looking for 
people who have garden ideas, 

~ - t houghts, schemes , and are will ing t o t .. devote some t ime and muscle t o t he 
park gardens, This is NOT a 

committee, but a group of folks looking to beaut ify the park, 
pay tribute to those who worked in the church and gardens 
before us, and share God's glory with everyone in the 
community around us, Please call/text Lanor at 585-298-1965, 



Prayer Requests 

PRAISE/JOY 

Pet e & Lois Nesb itt 
Joanna Hunt & Jacob Kenneth Hunt 
Jim Peglow's niece and great-niece in attendance 
Karen Markle's blessed weekend with family 

CONCERNS 

Doreen Brumbaugh 
J immy (friend of Vicky Housenecht) 
Storms across the land 
Plane crash 
Internat ional tensions 
Gordan Ofhous 
Joe Ri ley & Kait lyn 
Wanda Maxon 
Lanor Markle 
Sherri l Hickman 
Fonda Carr 

Congratulations! 

;~ 

• West Barre UMC has a new part 0£ the co115re5a tion! 
Jacoh Kenneth Davia was born on January 4, 2 020 to 
Joanna and Chuck, and, 0£ course, bi5 sister Ruthie. 
All are doi115 well. 



Happy February Birthday & Anniversary* 

4 Wanda Maxon 
5 Bob Collins • 10 Russ & Cheryl Maxon* -14 Bob & Eileen Collins* 
27 Bill Shuler 

Casey Mull 

Greeters/Ushers Altar Flowers 

2/2 Karen & Samantha Markle Karen & Samantha 
2/9 Jim & Jean Peglow Jim & Jean -

In memory of Mom & Dad's anniversary 
2/16 Dan Shuler & Dora Leader Norm & Naomi -

In memory of Uncle Jum 
2/23 Lanor Mar kle & Hunter Lanor & Hunter 

(h 
r 

11~,~, 

'SA'/S I-IE WANTS TO CONFESS HIS 
NEIGH6()R'S SINS . " 



kfMt /jf1/'M, t{,,,'te,f ;t,/,,C/,u,/J~t (}k,.ci, 
5377 Ea;,!,, llt1/'lo,. Rrl. 
t1flh11, fllo/" 11111 

R.,,,.. 8,.arf ll«J(t 
(}k,,.ci, 589-53&J 

8fu.fi1rp to: 
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