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Be Strong! 

By Maltbie Davenport Babcock 

Be strong! 

We are not here to play to dream, to drift; 

We have hard work to do and loads to lift; 

Shun no the struggle - face it; ‘tis God’s gift. 

 

Be strong! 

Say not, “The days are evil. Who’s to blame?” 

And fold the hands and acquiesce – oh shame! 

Stand up speak out, and bravely, in God’s name. 

 

Be strong! 

It matters not how deep entrenched the wrong. 

How hard the battle goes, the day how long; 

Faint not – fight on! Tomorrow comes the song. 
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Let us consider the life of Joseph as he walked along on his journey of faith. I find real meaning in his 

life and circumstances, as it relates to our present situation as a church, and to the ultimate plan and 

purpose God has for our lives. 

Joseph faced some difficult challenges early on in his life. It seemed that things were going great in 

his life, and then, quite unexpectedly, the bottom fell out. Jacob sent Joseph to check on his brothers 

and the flock, and when Joseph got there, they stripped him of his robe, and threw him into a pit. 

Then they sold him to some Ishmaelite traders, and he ended up as a slave in Egypt in a matter of 

days 

The point I wish to make, is that Joseph probably didn’t understand all the things that were going on 

in his life just then.  Things must have seemed pretty confusing then, and even in the years ahead. 

Yet, even in this uncertain time, Joseph remained true to God. When he could have been angry. 

When he could have been bitter. When he could have doubted God, and given up on his faith. Even 

in those times, when he didn’t understand, even in those times of difficulty, Joseph continued to serve 

God. 

The scriptures tell us, “The Lord was with Joseph, and he became a successful man; … His master 

saw that the Lord was with him, and that the Lord caused all that he did to prosper in his hands.” 

(Genesis 39:2). 

When Potiphar’s wife tried to seduce him, Joseph replied: “How could I do this great wickedness and 

sin against God.? (Genesis 39:9) When none of the wise men or magicians could interpret Pharaoh’s 

dreams “Joseph answered Pharaoh, “It is not I; God will give Pharaoh a favorable answer.”(Genesis 

41:16). 

Joseph may not have understood all that had happened in his life, but he continued to serve God, 

even in a time of uncertainty, and God continued to walk with him. 

Uncertainty is not a time to pull away from God.  A time of uncertainty is a time to draw closer, to seek 

God’s face, and to continue to serve God.  So let us trust in the Lord with all our hearts, and let us not 

rely on our own understanding. Let us acknowledge Him in all that we do, and let us trust God to 

direct our paths. (Proverbs 3:5) 

May God bless us all with the favor of Joseph, as we continue to serve the Lord. 

Pastor Jim. 

 



 



   

 

 

 

             A Mother's Love 

There are times when only a Mother's love 

Can understand our tears, 

Can soothe our disappoints 

And calm all of our fears. 

 

There are times when only a Mother's love 

Can share the joy we feel, 

When something we've dreamed about 

Quite suddenly is real. 

 

There are times when only a Mother's faith 

Can help us on life's way, 

And inspire in us the confidence 

We need from day to day. 

 

For a Mother's heart and a Mother's faith 

And a Mother's steadfast love, 

Were fashioned by the Angels 

And sent from God above. 
~ Anon 

                         

 

 

 

6 – Bonnie Baron 

7 – Russ Maxon, Ben Hickman 

8 – Olivia Mathes 

13 – Michele Sullivan 

25 – Melissa Dibley, Aaron Ashberry             

25 - Garrett Barnard, Jill Shuler 

25 – Shannon Lonnen 

 

 
 

10 – Dan & Lee Preston 

17 – Dean & Karen Dibley 

 

 

 

 

 

Chicken Barbeque 

July 12, 2023 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Important information to West Barre UMC mem 

 

Donations for the Church Auction and the West Barre 

Store are welcome.  Please contact Dick Miller (716-

474-2330) or a Trustee member for storage of good, 

sale-worthy items. 

 

The Church Auction 
 is set for Tuesday, August 22.  
 

Sign-up sheets will be on the bulletin board by 
the ramp entrance as the time draws near. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 1, 8,15, 22, 7pm:  Women’s 

Bible Study 

May 3, 6:30pm:  Ad-Council 

May 7, 9:30am: “The Pine Ridge 

Boys 

       Gospel Quartet” 

 
The West Barre Store Dates 

For 2023: 

 

June 23 and 24 

July 21 and 22 

August 25 and 26 

September 29 and 30 

From 9 am to 5 pm 

 

We are looking for 

volunteers to sort items, 

set up the store (prior to 

sale days) and people to 

“man the store”. 

 

          PRAISE/JOY 

Lanor Markle                 Scott Maxon’s sons 

Lynette Preston             wedding 

Pete & Lois Nesbitt 

Pastor Eddie 

Sharon Schlegal 

Doreen Brumbaugh 

Scott Maxon 

Alice Mathes 

Men’s Group 

Randy Huffman’s son, David 

 

Concerns 

Doris Antinore 

The Family of Byron Neal 

The Family of Bob Call 

The Family of Betsey Kennedy 

Marilyn 

Naomi Mathes 

Dick s. Miller 

Brayden Hoffmeister 

3rd grades at Albion Central 

David Davis’s council Leon 

 

 

     Both Praise/Joy 

         & Concern 

 
Max 

Kim 

 

Karen Dibley’s friends 

family celebration of 

Husband 



 
 
 

Important information to West Barre UMC members: 
 
 
 
 
The United Methodist Church (UMC) has been in the news most recently due to the growing 
theological differences within the denomination.  The UMC has been grappling with the issue of 
ordination of LBGTQ+ individuals and same sex marriages.  While this is one of the issues, there are 
other concerns about organizational structure and decision-making process without input from local 
congregations.  People are looking the leave the UMC and Paragraph 2553 of the Discipline is 
providing the means to do so. 
 
All United Methodist churches will need to decide the future direction and affiliation of their 
congregation.  As we move forward together and enter into a period of “discernment”, being fully 
informed will put us in the best position to make this important decision. 
 
After having an initial after-church meeting on March 19 to initiate a discussion about disaffiliation, 
the congregation was open to more in-depth discussions. 
 
We invited Indian Falls UMC, who had just been approved to disaffiliate, to a Q & A meeting on 
March 27.  This was well attended by 33 of our congregation and 5 speakers from the Indian Falls 
UMC.   
 
At our April 5 Administrative Council meeting, the council voted to send our letter to explore 
disaffiliation to the Bishop, UNY Trustees, and DS Ted Anderson.  This gives our church the time to 
discern what is right for our church.  The letter was emailed to the three individuals on April 11 
and received approval to proceed on April 18 from our DS Ted Anderson. 
 
This may seem as though we are rushing into this, but this is the last group to be able to disaffiliate 
which needs to be voted on by August 1.  We will be having several church meetings to discuss the 
most accurate information available, Q & A sessions, and the implications for West Barre UMC as we 
together enter into a period of discernment.   
 
If you have questions related to this letter, feel free to contact me at church or via email at 
jpeglow@hotmail.com. 
 
 
Continuing our work for the Lord. 
 
Jim Peglow 
Lay Leader 
Ad Council Chair 
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Maundy-Thursday Service 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jesus and the 12 disciples, at the last supper 

 



 

            

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To contact Pastor Jim Heiler: 716-523-7542 or jheiler0409@gmail.com 

    Go! And make disciples for the transformation of the world. 

  

Thank You to the Men’s Group and everyone who 

helped with 

   The Spring Gala 
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